THE   RIGHT   TO   HERESY

what aspires to hedge the rhythm of life within a field of
reaction, achieves its aim only for a season, to lead, then,
to a yet more energetic escape. Thus by a strange
modification, Calvinism, with its fierce determination to
hamper individual liberty, gave birth to the idea of
political liberty. Holland, Cromwell's England, and the
United States of America, the three countries where
modern liberalism was first conceived, gave ample scope
to the liberal and democratic ideas of the State. One of
the most important of latter-day documents, the Declara-
tion of Independence of the United States, issued from
the Puritan spirit; while that Declaration, in turn,
exercised a decisive influence upon the shaping of the
French Declaration of the Rights of Man and the Citizen.
Strangest transformation scene of all when extremes met.
The lands which were to be most thoroughly steeped in
intolerance became the foci of toleration in Europe. In
the very places where Calvin's religion had been law,
Castellio's ideal was subsequently realized. That
Geneva, where Calvin had burned Servetus because the
Spaniard dared to differ in opinion from the dictator,
became, in due time, the place of refuge for the living
Antichrist of his day, Voltaire, "God's enemy." This
"Antichrist" was courteously visited by Calvin's suc-
cessors in office, the preachers at the cathedral of St.
Pierre, who did not hesitate to engage in philosophic
discussions with the blasphemer. In Holland, again,
men who could find rest nowhere else on earth,
Descartes and Spinoza, wrote books that were to free
mankind from the fetters of ecclesiasticism and tradition.
Renan, little disposed to talk of miracles, declared it to be
a miracle that rigid Protestants were furthering the
rationalist Enlightenment. Yet they did so. Persons who
in other lands were being persecuted for their faith and
their opinions, fled to the shadow of Calvinism in search
of protection. Extremes meet. Within two centuries
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